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THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS HAS PRODUCED  
A COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLION AND CERTIFICATE  
OF COMMEMORATION TO MARK THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR.

The medallion and certificate are 
available to every living veteran of the 
Second World War.

While Australia can never repay the 
debt we owe almost one million 
Australians who served, this medallion 
and certificate are a small but 
meaningful way we can thank living 
veterans of the largest global conflict 
of the 20th century.

How Australians marked the  
75th anniversary 
The #OneInAMillion Wall of 
Respect project was launched 
by Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison and the Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs and Min-
ister for Defence Personnel 
Darren Chester at the be-
ginning of August. Many 
Australians joined in by shar-
ing on social media images 
and stories of their family 
members who served. 

Dr Kerri-Ann Woodbury, a 
veteran herself, shared the 
love story of her grandfather 
who served in Dutch New 
Guinea and Bougainville. 
Dr Woodbury’s grandfather 
pulled his future wife’s name 
out of a hat when she and 
some friends offered to be 
pen pals for deployed soldiers. 
They later became engaged 
via mail. He was one of the 
fortunate ones who returned 
to Australia and they lived a 
long and happy life together. 

Australians also explored 
their own family history, and 
discovered more about a rela-
tive who served. All they had 

to do was ‘Just Ask’ the ques-
tion. A new education activity 
was created to further encour-
age students to learn about 
our veterans and wartime 
history using the Nominal 
Rolls, which were recently 
consolidated into one website 
(nominal-rolls.dva.gov.au), 
making it easier to search and 
find information. 

Ancestry.com.au made 
access free to their military 
service records from 13 to 16 
August to help Australians 
who wanted to dig a little 
deeper. It is never too late to 
‘Just Ask’ and look in to your 
family history – get started 
now. 

The department also shared 
the stories of some remark-
able Australians who served 
through the ‘75 days, 75 sto-
ries’ series and the animated 
video series ‘#OneInAMillion: 
Hearing their Stories’ project. 

Starting 75 days prior to the 
75th anniversary, a story a day 
was released telling of some-
one who was impacted by the 

war, from veterans to those on 
the home front or loved ones. 

The #OneInAMillion: Hear-
ing their Stories project 
captured the compelling sto-
ries of eight Australians who 
served during the Second 
World War. Watch these ani-
mated videos on dva.gov.au 
to hear first-hand accounts of 
wartime experiences.

The Second World War digi-
tal photo exhibition on dva.
gov.au features 20 images of 
men and women who served 
during the war. 

Sites of Significance: Now 
and Then is a joint project 
with State and Territory gov-
ernments to showcase what 
important locations across 
Australia looked like during 
the war, and what they look 
like now.

Living Second World War 
veterans are also encour-
aged to apply for a specially 
produced Commemorative 
Medallion and certificate. 

This edition of the military newspaper 
Table Tops was published on Victory in the Pacific Day 1945. The image 
was kindly provided by Vietnam veteran Don Limn, whose mother  
L/Cpl Janet Redway kept several editions of Table Tops. She was serving 
with the 2/9th Australian General Hospital on Morotai Island (in what 
is now Indonesia) when the war ended. As a nurse’s aide, she was caring 
for Australian POWS recently liberated from Changi and Ambon. Despite 
contracting tuberculosis on Morotai, she returned to Australia and married 
her Tobruk veteran fiancé the same day. She died at age 92. 

Table Tops was an Australian Army newspaper issued free to the troops 
published by the Australian Press Unit. It was first published in the Atherton 
Tablelands in 1943 and later in the war it was published on Morotai Island. 

Applications can be made via www.dva.gov.au or by calling 1800 838 372.




